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Overview and Rationale
Once journalism students have conducted their interviews and completed their background research, they need some practice making decisions about the organization of their stories.  Too many times, students are tempted to utilize only their own words for the majority of each news story.This lesson will help them incorporate more quotations and relevant information in the most effective way.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· How does a reporter decide the order of information in a news story?

· How did the inverted pyramid come to be used as a standard lead?

· How can reporters “featurize” their news stories by beginning with a more stylized introduction before the nut graf?

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· What facts should be included in the lead? 

· How does a reporter provide good transitions between quoted material and exposition?

· How can a reporter use quotations to keep the reader interested?

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 50-minute classe)
· Discuss basic news story structure utilizing Handout 1.  Emphasize the inverted pyramid as a method for determining the order of details in a story.  Also address the use of a 

· Provide model news story that exemplifies basic news story structure.(Use one from your local paper, or you can use the one that is attached [Handout 2].  You will probably have to discuss how reporters use the basic outline but then modify it to fit the needs of each story.)

· Break the class into groups of five or so.

· Select a news story from a published source and cut it into pieces that correlate with basic news story structure.  Be sure to mix up the strips so that they are out of order.  (See Handout 3 for an example that utilizes story from Handout 2.)

· Tell students that the first team to complete the task effectively will win a prize.  Have students reassemble the story in the most logical way, keeping in mind the inverted pyramid and the need for clear transitions. (It helps if you run off each section of the story on a different color paper so that you can easily judge whether or not the team has correctly reassembled the story.)

· Award prize as promised.

· Discuss as a class the order of the reassembled story, explaining the order of importance and the possibility that there are several variations possible.  Focus on why this particular reporter ordered the story in this particular way.

· Ask students to bring in a news story from your local paper that exemplifies the basic structure of a news story.


Activity 2 (One 50-minute classe)
· Have students turn in their stories.

· Choose the two best examples and run them off on transparencies.

· Have students analyze aloud the structure of each news story. 

· Using Handout 4, have students create their own news story utilizing the notes provided.

Assessment (One 50-minute class)

Students will break into groups and read their stories to one another, discussing the order of story elements and the effective use of transitions and quoted material.  They will then read aloud to the entire class the most clearly and effectively written story from their group.
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Handout 1:  Basic News Story Structure
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Handout 2

From The Tampa Tribune
Judge Urges Noise Settlement
By KATHY STEELE ksteele@tampatrib.com 

Published: Jul 26, 2005
 TAMPA - Hillsborough Circuit Judge Charlene Honeywell told attorneys Monday to think of the public good and settle their dispute over noise at Ford Amphitheatre. 

On Monday night, there was no word of a settlement - despite several hours of discussion. 

Attorneys in the case of Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County v. Clear Channel Entertainment and the Florida State Fair Authority probably will be back in Honeywell's courtroom Wednesday for another hearing in a series slated through August. 

``The citizens are not winners as long as this goes on,'' Honeywell told the attorneys at a hearing before negotiations Monday. ``The only winners are attorneys because of the fees.'' 

The battle began in December when the Environmental Protection Commission filed a lawsuit against Clear Channel Entertainment and the fair authority. 

The lawsuit seeks to halt concerts at a 20,000-seat amphitheater at the fairgrounds, off U.S. 301 and Interstate 4, until Clear Channel can prove performances will comply with local noise ordinances. The media company, which operates the arena on fair authority land, denies the violations. 

Honeywell rejected Clear Channel's argument that it has sovereign immunity because of its contract with the fair authority. Two weeks ago the judge agreed that the fair authority, as an agent of the state, cannot be sued unless the EPC can prove local noise ordinances override that immunity. 

The judge refused to dismiss the lawsuit against Clear Channel. 

The fair authority has ``little or no control over [Clear Channel Entertainment] events,'' Honeywell said. 

The contract states that fair authority employees do not work for Clear Channel, and vice versa. 

When the fair authority holds concerts at the outdoor arena during the annual state fair, it leases the amphitheater from Clear Channel and needs permission to enter the site, Honeywell said of the contract. 

There is a landlord-tenant relationship and nothing more, she said. ``It is expressly spelled out in the agreement.'' 

Two more lawsuits have been filed since December. Clear Channel filed suit against the EPC. The other was a citizens' lawsuit in which two residents, on behalf of the state, have sued Clear Channel. 

Monday's hearing was related to motions in the citizens' lawsuit. 

Clear Channel wants the judge to dismiss that lawsuit until the original lawsuit and a postponed administrative hearing are resolved. There also is a motion to disqualify the EPC's counsel, Mark Bentley, for a conflict of interest. 

Clear Channel attorney G. Donovan Conwell Jr. said Bentley represents the EPC against the state in the first suit and the residents in the second suit, on behalf of the state. 

``It creates divided loyalties,'' Conwell said. 

He also questioned how the second lawsuit came together. 

``The evidence is clear they went and solicited the plaintiffs,'' Conwell said. ``They ran out and they found people to use for their own purposes.'' 

Attorney Scott Tozian represented Bentley, who did not attend the hearing. 

``I have some questions that he needs to answer,'' Honeywell said. 

Tozian said Bentley would be at Wednesday's hearing. He accused Clear Channel of creating imaginary conflicts of interest. The residents, Brenda Gaston and Edward Schroering, have never said they are unhappy with Bentley as their attorney, Tozian said. 

Conwell ``seems to be complaining about the way the other side is defending their actions,'' Tozian said. ``He seems to want to dictate what Mr. Bentley argues.'' 

Reporter Kathy Steele can be reached at (813) 259-7146.

Handout 3

From The Tampa Tribune
Judge Urges Noise Settlement
By KATHY STEELE ksteele@tampatrib.com 

Published: Jul 26, 2005
 TAMPA - Hillsborough Circuit Judge Charlene Honeywell told attorneys Monday to think of the public good and settle their dispute over noise at Ford Amphitheatre. 

On Monday night, there was no word of a settlement - despite several hours of discussion. 

Attorneys in the case of Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County v. Clear Channel Entertainment and the Florida State Fair Authority probably will be back in Honeywell's courtroom Wednesday for another hearing in a series slated through August. 

``The citizens are not winners as long as this goes on,'' Honeywell told the attorneys at a hearing before negotiations Monday. ``The only winners are attorneys because of the fees.'' 

The battle began in December when the Environmental Protection Commission filed a lawsuit against Clear Channel Entertainment and the fair authority. 

The lawsuit seeks to halt concerts at a 20,000-seat amphitheater at the fairgrounds, off U.S. 301 and Interstate 4, until Clear Channel can prove performances will comply with local noise ordinances. The media company, which operates the arena on fair authority land, denies the violations. 

Honeywell rejected Clear Channel's argument that it has sovereign immunity because of its contract with the fair authority. Two weeks ago the judge agreed that the fair authority, as an agent of the state, cannot be sued unless the EPC can prove local noise ordinances override that immunity. 

The judge refused to dismiss the lawsuit against Clear Channel. 

The fair authority has ``little or no control over [Clear Channel Entertainment] events,'' Honeywell said. 

The contract states that fair authority employees do not work for Clear Channel, and vice versa. 

When the fair authority holds concerts at the outdoor arena during the annual state fair, it leases the amphitheater from Clear Channel and needs permission to enter the site, Honeywell said of the contract. 

There is a landlord-tenant relationship and nothing more, she said. ``It is expressly spelled out in the agreement.'' 

Two more lawsuits have been filed since December. Clear Channel filed suit against the EPC. The other was a citizens' lawsuit in which two residents, on behalf of the state, have sued Clear Channel. 

Monday's hearing was related to motions in the citizens' lawsuit. 

Clear Channel wants the judge to dismiss that lawsuit until the original lawsuit and a postponed administrative hearing are resolved. There also is a motion to disqualify the EPC's counsel, Mark Bentley, for a conflict of interest. 

Clear Channel attorney G. Donovan Conwell Jr. said Bentley represents the EPC against the state in the first suit and the residents in the second suit, on behalf of the state. 

``It creates divided loyalties,'' Conwell said. 

He also questioned how the second lawsuit came together. 

``The evidence is clear they went and solicited the plaintiffs,'' Conwell said. ``They ran out and they found people to use for their own purposes.'' 

Attorney Scott Tozian represented Bentley, who did not attend the hearing. 

``I have some questions that he needs to answer,'' Honeywell said. 

Tozian said Bentley would be at Wednesday's hearing. He accused Clear Channel of creating imaginary conflicts of interest. The residents, Brenda Gaston and Edward Schroering, have never said they are unhappy with Bentley as their attorney, Tozian said. 

Conwell ``seems to be complaining about the way the other side is defending their actions,'' Tozian said. ``He seems to want to dictate what Mr. Bentley argues.'' 

Reporter Kathy Steele can be reached at (813) 259-7146.

































